Message Notes - May 22/24

(video message can be found at capechristian.com/media)

Ezekiel 47:3-5

As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a
thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-deep. He measured
off another thousand cubits and led me through water that was knee-deep. He
measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist.
He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that | could not cross,
because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in—a river that no one
could cross.

The New Testament describes this journey as three separate baptisms that God
leads us through. Baptism simply means “immersion.” The first is the baptism of
salvation—we’'re baptized into the body of Christ.

1) Baptism of Salvation

1 Corinthians 12:13

For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free...

Galatians 3:26-27

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

2) Water Baptism

When the apostle Peter is asked, “what should we do to respond to this message?”
He said, “repent and be baptized.” The baptism he refers to here is water baptism,
which symbolizes the cleansing and renewing work that God is doing within us.

The 3rd baptism is the one that often confuses people.

3) Baptism of the Holy Spirit

Acts 8:14-17

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new
believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had
not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy
Spirit.

(continued)



Acts 8:5-6:

Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. When the
crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to
what he said.

Acts 8:9-13:

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and
amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all
the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is
rightly called the Great Power of God.” They followed him because he had amazed
them for a long time with his sorcery. But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed
the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he
followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.



